Intervention: Bilinqual/ESL Instructional Strategies for ELL Students

Six Strategies for Teachers of ELLs (Secondary Grades 5-12)
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Accelerating Academic Language Development

Six Key STRATEGIES for

Teachers of English Learners
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Strategy #1
Vocabulary &

Language
Development

Content knowledze:

Inmroduce new concepts wia
essential acadernic vocabulary.
Connect stadent-accessible
SYLOLVINS OF CORCEpts to these
essential vocabulary

Support students to distinguish
word meanings, & their uses for
subject-specific tasks &
prerequisita languaze skills

Academic language:

Engage beginmimg-level studants
in using basic social & school
vocabulary, phrases, & sentence
SITBCTES.

As smdents progress, confinue
to contextualize instruction of
miore complex langnage forms
& nses: subject-specific
academic vacabulary,
grammatcal forms, & sentence
stracmres nsed in listening,
speakmg, reading & writing.
Fespectfully distmgunish
differences betwesn primary
langnage nse & standard
academic English.

Sample activifies'assessments:

Word analysis: e.z., dissecting
words into their parts (prefoc,
root, suffix).

Vocabulary journals, A-B-C
books, word webs, word walls.
Interactive editing, Cloze
paragraphs, dictations, subject-
spacific journals

Strategy #2

Guided Interaction

Strategy #3
Metacognition &

Content kmowledge:

Strucure multiple opporunities
for peer-to-pesr mieracions as
they lazm content & davelop
thetr use of academic languags
in speaking listening, rezding &
WIiting

Clarify expectations, ouicomes,
& procedures related to tasks for
flexible gronp acavities

Allow for primary language
interactions to clarify concepts.

Academic language:

Strucmre multipls opporunities
for peer-to-pesr mteractons to
increase speaking. listening,
reading comprehension &
writing skills.

Support lanzuage interactions
with review preview of
langmzage forms, nse of graphic
orgawmizers or other fypes of
maodeling

Sample activifies'assessments:

+

L,

Partner intarviews, Class
surveys, Tea Party, Think-Pair-
Share, Mumbered Heads
Together, Four Comers.

Poster projects, group
presantatons.

Perspective line-ups.

Feaders” Theama.

(See Meracogninon & duthentic
Assessment activities.)

Authentic
Assessment

Content knowledge:

+  Tezch smdents processes for
metacognition: i.e., pre-rezdmg
& pre-writing skills, word
znalysis, & methods o monitor
thelr reading comprehension

«  Teach & model wavs for
smdants to describe their
thinking processes verbally & in
WIitig

«  Use a variety of activines &
rasks to check for nnderstanding.

Academic language:

+«  Inaddition o components listad
zhove, ensurs that assessment
tasks are appropriate to students”
zsseszad language development
lewel

«  Provide enongh time to complete
tasks, appropriate feedizack,
mubrics, & models o gude
smudents’ self-assessment

Sample actvifies'assessments:

¥ Guided reading, completing
chapter pre-reading zuides,
reciprocal teachme, Directed
Feading Thinkmg Activity
(DRTA), Anticipation Guides,
double-entry journals.

¥ Think-alouds, K-W-L.

¥ Leaming logsjournals, gquick-
WIites.

Activities I use for this
strategu:

Activities I use for this
strategy:

Activities I use for this
strategy:
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Accelerating Academic Language Development

Six Key STRATEGIES for
Teachers of English Learners

v

Strategy #4

Explicit Instruction

Strategy #5

Meaning-Based Context

Strategy #6
Modeling, Graphic

Content knowledge:

Teach essential grade-level concepts
& build students” background
knowledge as needed.

Connect overarching ideas (whole),
then examine compenents or
processes (part), culminating with
students” own applications or
synthesis of ideas (new whole).
Explicitly teach academic language &
cognitive reading skills needed to
complete subject-specific tasks, e.g.,
analyze, interpret, classify, compare,
synthesize, persuade, solve.

Academic language:

Teach essential language forms &
uses per students’ assessed language
development level:
listening/speaking, reading & writing.
Follow contextualized introduction &
explicit modeling of language use
with repeated practice.

Sample activities/assessments:

Teach/explain prerequisite language
applications: reading directions,
idioms, sentence starters, essay
formats, pattern drills, or completing
a story map; check for understanding.
Teach specific reading
comprehension skills for completing:
task procedures, answering questions,
word problems, understanding text &
graphics.

& Universal Themes

Content knowledge:

+  Introduce new concepts through
familiar resources, prompts, visnals,
or themes.

+  Use associated types of “realia”
meaningful or familiar to students to
affirm the appropriate context for
using new language.

+  Sustain motivation to learn

challenging concepts by linking ideas

to resources or contexts that reflect
student interests & soctocultural or
linguistic backgrounds.

Academic language:

+  Use methods listed above for
introducing academic vocabulary,
sentence structures, & language uses.

*  Link ongoing language practice or
tasks to both school-based &
community-based uses.

+  Respectfully compare & analyze
language use. & meanings to other
cultures or context, to promote
metacognition.

Sample activities/assessments:

v Quick-write responses of recording
student responses to visuals, current
event stories. real-life models. video
clips, teacher read-alouds, thematic
prompts, role-play, comparing
language uses for sumilar contexts.

v Identifying & analyzing different
perspectives & language references
e essential concepts.

Organizers, & Visuals

Content knowledge:

+  Model how to complete tasks.

+  Provide graphic crgamzers &
meaningful visuals to support
students’ recognition of essential
information.

+  Use graphic organizers to support
understanding of specific tasks, &
specific uses of academic language.

s Use advanced organizers to support
metacognition, & overall
comptehension.

Academic language:

+  Use methods listed above with the
addition of word banks. word walls,
& modeling the use of graphic
orgamizers appropriate to ELD level.

+  Appropriately modulate language
delivery. 1.e., speed & enunciation,
when modeling language forms or
presenting content; repetition helps.

Sample activities/resources:

¥ Venn diagrams, story maps, main
idea + supporting detail schematics,
double-entry journals, semantic
attribute matrices.

¥ Jazz chants read-alonds.

Activities I use for this
strategy:

Activities I use for this
strategy:

Activities I use for this
strategy:
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