Intervention: Bilingual/ESL Instructional Strategies for ELL Students

Language Experience Approach (All Grades)

This approach (also known as Dictated Stories) uses students’ words to create a text that
becomes material for a reading lesson (Carrasquillo & Rodriguez, 2002). Students
describe orally a personal experience to a teacher or peer. The teacher or another student
writes down the story, using the student’s words verbatim. The teacher/student then reads
the story back as it was written, while the student follows along. Then the student reads
the story aloud or silently. Other follow-up activities can be done with this approach. In this
way, students learn how their language is encoded as they watch it written down, building
sight word knowledge and fluency as they use their own familiar language. This approach
allows students to bring their personal experiences into the classroom—especially
important for culturally diverse students (Peterson, Caverly, Nicholson, O’Neal, &

Cusenbary, 2000).
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