Intervention: Bilingual/ESL Instructional Strategies for ELL Students

Cooperative Learning (All Grades)

Robert E. Slavin (1995) has shown cooperative learning can be effective for students at all
academic levels and learning styles. Other research indicates that cooperative learning
can be an "effective vehicle for learning content and learning in a second language”
(Calderon, 2001; Cohen, Lotan, Scarloss, & Arellano, 1999; McGroarty, 1989, as cited in
Calderon, 2001, p. 280). Cooperative learning involves student participation in small-group
learning activities that promote positive interactions. As Cochran (1989) notes,
"Cooperative learning makes sense for teachers who have LEP pupils in their classes
because all students are given frequent opportunities to speak and because a spirit of
cooperation and friendship is fostered among classmates.” Through a shared learning
activity, students benefit from observing learning strategies used by their peers. ELL
students can benefit from face-to-face verbal interactions, which promote communication
that is natural and meaningful (Johnson, Johnson & Holubec, 1994; Kagan, 1994).
Calderon suggests that "cooperative learning is effective when students have an
interesting well-structured task such as a set of discussion questions around a story they
just read, producing a cognitive map of the story, or inventing a puppet show to highlight

character traits" (2001, p. 280).
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