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How Do You Build Peace?

AThe international system has witnessed dramatic changes in the
recent past. Developments around the globe and at home
challenge us to rethink the role of the United States in the
international community.

#Questions relating to how and when ordinary citizens can stand
against oppression, injustice, and abuse without resorting to
violence challenge all of us to rethink our understanding of
international peace and conflict.

AWhat is our nation’s place in this increasingly complex global
picture?

How do we best promote respect for human rights and the growth
of freedorn and justice? What can we do to nurture and preserve
international security and world peace?
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In the spring of 1930, Mohandas K Gandhi led a group of 78 citizens of India on a
240 mile march to the sea to protest British salt laws.

Great Britain was a colonial power ruling India and had allowed British companies
to monopolize the salt industry by making it illegal for anyone to harvest sea
water for the collection of salt.

Gandhilsgrioup snarcheddhropgh village afterevitlage imorder togiraw attentioh ta g e
their cause and to pull more people into their group. By the time they reached the
sea, their group had grown to include tens of thousands of native Indians.



Nonviolent Civic Action - a general technique of
conducting protest, resistance, and intervention

without physical force.

AlscKnowf As. wn A s ¢collective nonviolent
' action

nonviolent resistance

strategic nonviolent  strategic nonviolent
action action

Truth Force

People Power Satyagraha



Nonviolent movermenis have:
#Helped end colonialism and foreign occupation
Advanced minority rights,
Amproved transparency and good governance
Defended and obtained basic human rights.
/Resulted in higher working wages and improved
working conditions
/Repealed unjust laws and governmental policies.
#Enacted new laws to protect the environment.
And overthrown ruthless dictators.



AYow may well ask:Y\WHy direets k :
action? Why sit-ins, marches,
ett.? Isnt nelgctiation a bettey o t |
path?’Y&udare éxactly eighttin e x a «
your call for negotiation. Indeed,
this is the purpose of direct
action. Nonviolent direct action
seeks to create such a crisis and
establish such creative tension
that a community that has
constantly refused to negotiate is
forced to confront the issue. It
seeks so to dramatize the issue
that it can nd longex be ighored!” 0 n ¢

Martin Luther King, Jr.
fillettet from a Bifmingham dail,B1963mi n ¢
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e e of tha gozivied
For example:

A high school principal runs the day-t_

But she or he cannot effectively do this unless everybody else does
their assigned task or job: teachers teach; clerical staff handles
administrative tasks; janitors maintain the grounds; cooks prepare
meals. If one or two people refuse to do their task, they will likely be
fi1red. But 1 f the entire school st
order, the school will shut down. Authority is imposed from above

only if it is accepted from below.



