Language Arts
READING COMPREHENSION; !

4, Skills

Purpose

Students will:

+ recognize character
traits person.

+ compare and contrast
two characters

+ make judgments
regarding similarities
and differences
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Primary Grades

A group of second graders compared and contrasted
the wolves from the stories “The Three Little Pigs”
and “Little Red Riding Hood”
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COMPARING CHARACTERS

How to Use the Organizer

Intermediate Grades

Fifth-grade students were asked to compare two
characters from a novel as part of their final assess-
ment on historical fiction. This student chose to
describe two characters from Bat 6 by Virginia
Euwer Wolff.

The Comparing Characters Venn diagram helps students to compare char-
acter traits and make literary connections. They can use the organizer to
compare two characters from the same story, characters from two differ-
ent stories, or to compare and contrast a literary character with an actual

Model the use of this graphic organizer by comparing and contrasting two
well-known literary characters. Write the names of the characters inside
the hats. Then have students supply character traits. Write differences in
the outer circles. If the characters share a trait, show students how to
e record the information in the place where the circles overlap.
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