Word Investigation

Defining prefixes and suffixes

· Zero in on helpful word parts!

· Program a class supply of blank cards with words that have prefixes or suffixes so that there are two or more cards per affix.

· Underline each affix.

· Shuffle the cards and distribute them.

· Tell students that each selected prefix or suffix appears on at least two word cards.

· Have students walk about the room to find the matches for their cards.

· Instruct students with the same affix to sit together, study the words, and discuss their ideas about the meaning of the affix.

· Next, have each group, in turn, display its words and read them aloud; then guide students to define the affix. 

· Now that's getting to the root of word analysis!


Word List


triangle, triple, tricycle (tri-: three)


teacher, builder, painter (-er: person who)


colorless, painless, helpless (-less: without)


preheat, pretest, precook (pre-: before)


unlock, unpack, unhook (un-:not)


deepest, tightest, cleanest (-est: most)


sadly, quietly, quickly (-ly: how)


thankful, helpful, beautiful (-ful: full of)








