Clues to Comprehension

Using prior knowledge, making inferences

· If students begin a story without a clue as to what it is about, reading might get prickly.

· Use this idea as an intriguing way to introduce a book.

· To prepare, decorate a lidded box.

· Place inside it an item that relates to a significant detail of a chosen storybook.

· Display the book and read the title aloud.

· Tell students that the box holds an item that gives a hint about the story; challenge them to identify the item.

· To do this, have students as up to 10 yes or nor questions about the attributes of the mystery item.

· After answering each question, make a tally mark on the board and write any confirmed information. 

· Periodically encourage students to guess the item; reminding them to consider the title, any cover illustrations, and the listed clues.  

· When most students feel confident about a guess or when students have asked 20 questions, open the box and reveal the item with great fanfare.

· Invite students to predict how the item relates to the story.

· Then have students read individual copies of the book to check their ideas.
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