Beyond Compare!
Comparing and contrasting books

· Use this ongoing idea to show students that what they know about one story may help them understand others.

· Plan to share multiple versions of a selected folktale or several books by a chosen author.

· Tack lengths of yarn to a large bulletin board to divide it into five columns.

· Title one column for each of the following: title, main characters, setting, problem, resolution.

· Use 11"x17" sheets of paper to prepare student copies of a chart that you have labeled like the display.

· At the conclusion of each selected book, invite students to respond to the story verbally.

· Then have a different volunteer create a captioned illustration for each column of the display.

· Instruct the other students to represent the story on their charts.

· After two books are featured on the display, guide students to compare and contrast the stories.

· After each additional story, prompt more discussion and help students make connections.

· Now that's a great way to build on students' thinking!
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