Linear Measurement

(Activity

· On a regular basis, have students show you approximate measures with their hands.

· For example:  Say to class, "Show me a centimeter." Then demonstrate by holding your thumb and finger about a centimeter apart.

· Help students approximate a centimeter by telling them it is about the width of one finger.

· Have students show a meter by holding their hands one meter above the floor.

· Tell them that a meter is about the width from one shoulder to the tip of the opposite middle finger. 

· Use a meter stick to show each student where a meter would be on their body when standing.

· Complete this same activity with inches, feet, and yards.

· After several demonstrations, students will become quite proficient at estimating length. 
· Journal:  Find things in the classroom that are about a centimeter in length or width. List them in you journal.  Make a list of 1-foot or 1-meter items too.
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