Use Predictions to Help Kids 

Think Deeply About Books

CHARTING PREDICTIONS:

Purpose:  To encourage thinking about reading, and to develop that “I can’t wait to find out what happens” feeling.

Materials: a picture book, large char paper, two different colored bod markers

Steps:

1. Write these headings on chart paper. PREDICTIONS and Evidence.  Explain the importance of making predictions while reading and supporting those predictions with evidence.  Tell the children that evidence could include the book’s cover, illustrations, a specific passage, or personal experience or knowledge.

2. Explore the title, front and back covers, and title page.  Collect predictions and evidence from students.  

3. Stop once or twice during the reading and invite students to predict again. Write responses on chart paper.  Take two or three predictions each time you stop.

4. Help students think about where the evidence cam from by asking such questions as, “What made you say that?’ or “Can you find an example from the text or pictures?”

5. Once you’ve completed the book, return to the chart to confirm and adjust predictions.

6. Write adjustments on the chart with a different colored marker.  Then compare and discuss early predictions about the story.

7. Once students understand the strategy, they con complete the PREDICTION CHART on their own using a book of their choice.

PREDICTION CHART

NAME:


Date:


Title:


Author:


PREDICTION #1


Title, cover, title page, first page of text


Prediction?


Evidence?


Adjustment?


PREDICTION #2


Stopped on page--


Prediction?


Evidence?


Adjustment?


PREDICTION #3


Stopped on page--


Prediction?


Evidence?


Adjustment?


